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The Kerala University handball team reached Chidambaram to participate in the South zone
level competition. The first and second prize winners from each of the four zones compete on
all-India level, making the rivalry intense. They are to face the Annamalai University team who is
backed by the cheers from the entire audience, and supported by the organisers.

Still the Kerala University team won over all odds grabbing second prize and yet again reached
the fourth in the all- India level championship. The team captain who made this possible is a

banker, and our special guest today.

Jagadish A



Dhanalaxmi Bank
Vattappara Branch

Born in a house lit with the rays from the architectural marvel of Padmanabhaswamy temple’s
gopuram to retired salesman Ayyappan and Meena, he loves to submit all his victories before
the lotus feet of the Ananthapadmanabha. He remembers that he was trained and encouraged
to excel in handball by the handball instructor Shanmughom at the Thiruvananthapuram S.M.V
School where he studied. He started concentrating on and winning prizes for handball at the
young age of 12.

By the time he completed his pre degree studies from the famed Government Arts college and,
graduation and post-graduation from yet another prestigious college- the University College, he
etched his name into the records of handball championships.

The 1996 Jaisalmar under-15 tournament, the national school meets at Godda, Bihar in 1997
and at Bhilai in 1998, the under-19 tournament at Shimla in 1999, the national University level
competitions of 2000 at Gujarat, 2001 at Pune, 2002 at Kurukshetra of Haryana, 2003 at
Chidambaram, 2004 at Bhopal- this Talented banker has seen all these grounds and won prizes
at them! He cherishes each of these memories.

Completing his studies, he joined the UTI Bank in 2005 and in 2010 he came to Dhanalaxmi bank
as officer through lateral entry. He was first posted at the Manacaud branch, then he went to
Connaught place, Delhi and then to Kollam. Now he is the Branch Head at the
Thiruvananthapuram Vattappara branch.

Our Talented banker Udupi Hareesh and Jagadish were classmates at school. They fell apart
after school and were reunited through the bank. Hareesh also quips happily that they also
chanced to work in Delhi around the same time. He also points out that Jagadish has excellent
sportsman spirit and is extremely dedicated and does anything he puts his mind to, perfectly —
be it work, handball or badminton. He meets all targets and is a star in the bank as well. And
Hareesh feels there is no banker he knows who is as conscious about one’s health as Jagadish.

Though banking career hampers his time for the game, he still participates in all competitions he
can amidst all the restrictions. And he is particularly grateful to the bank and Dhanalaxmi Bank
Officers Organisation General Secretary Manoj for creating such opportunities for him. Through
his excitement while relating that last year he represented Kerala in the national level
tournament held at Baroda and won the same, thereby getting shortlisted to participate in the
Masters Handball World Cup to be held at Croatia we could feel the dejection at the
tournament getting cancelled due to the covid-19 pandemic.

Handball is a fast-paced game that is quite popular in Europe. Though there are good teams for
handball in India, the importance given to the game by the Central Government service,
Railway, Pharma companies and even IT companies is not shown by banks. Though he is
unhappy about this, he rejoices in the fact that most gifted players in the Kerala teams are from
his own City.

He is married to Aswathi who works as Senior Assistant in the Secretariat and is a national level
Table-tennis player. Their kids Viswajith and Satyanath are District level Table- tennis
champions. Like parents, like sons!



Jagadish feels that bankers don’t prioritise sports in their lives. He advises that bankers who
spend hours sitting at their desks at office and undergo a lot of mental strain, should focus more
on sports and take care of their health by changing their lifestyles. He says he spends two hours
daily from night 8 to 10 playing badminton, keeping himself fit.

Still his first love is handball. He says the ecstasy that a victory of the concentration and
dedication of 14 minds and bodies striving together as one for an hour... there is nothing as
exhilarating as that! We wish him and his family all success and prosperity.



